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v i s 

Vi'rulent. adj. [ virulent, Fr. virulentus , Lat.] 

1. Poifonous ; venemous. J 

2. Poifoned in the mind ; bitter ; malionant. 

Virulently, adv. [from virulent.] Malignantly; with bit- 
ternefs. 

V Usage. n.f [vifage, Fr. vifaggio, Italian.] Face; counte- 

nance ; look. It is now rarely ufed but with fome ideas of 
diflike or horrour. 

Phebe doth behold 
Her filver vifage in the watry glafs. 

Decking with liquid pearl the bladed grafs. Shake ft 

When flie fliall hear this of thee, with her nails P ' 
bhe 11 flea thy wolfifh vifage. Shake/p. K. Lear. 

Whereto ferves mercy. 

But to confront the vifage of offence. Shakefp. Hamlet. 
With hoftile frown, 

And vifage all inflam’d, firff thus began. Milton. 

By the rout, that made the hideous roar. 

His goary vifage down the ftream was fent; 

Down the fwift Hebrus to the Lefbian fhore. Milton. 

Love and beauty ftill that vijage grace ; 

Death cannot fright ’em from their wonted place. JValler. 
1 o Vi scera i E. v. a. [ vifeera , Latin.] To embowel; to ex- 
entrate. 

VISCID, adj. [ vifcidus, Latin.] Glutinous; tenacious. 

Visc i / d i t y. n. f [from vifeid .] 

1. GJutinoufnefs; tenacity \ ropinefs. 

I his motion in fome human creatures may be weak, in 
refped: to the vifeidity of what is taken, fo as not to be able 
Propel it- . Arbuthnot. 

2. Glutinous concretion. 

Catharticks of mercurials precipitate the vifeidities by their 
ftypticity. Flyer. 

viscosity, n.f. [ vifcofte, Fr. from vifeous.] 

1. Glutinoufnefs ; tenacity. 

i The air being mixed with the animal fluids, determines 
their condition as to rarity, denflty, vifeofity , tenuity. Arbuth. 

2 . A glutinous fubftance. 

A tenuous emanation, or continued effluvium, after fome 
diftance, retradleth unto itfelf, as is obfervable in drops of 
fyrups, and feminal vifeofities. Brown’s Vulg. Errours. 

VFSCOUN r. n.f. [ vicecomes , Lat.] 

Vifconnt fignifies as much as fheriff; between which two 
words there is no other difference, but that the one comes 
from our conquerors the Normans, and the other from our 
anceftors the Saxons. Vifcount alfo fignifies a degree of no- 
bilty next to an earl, which is an old name of office, but a 
new one of dignity, never heard of amongft us, till Henry 
VI. his days. Cowel. 

viscountess, n.f [from vifcount. Vifcount and vifeountefs 
are pronounced vicount and vicountefs.\ The lady of a vif¬ 
count ; a peerefs of the fourth order. 

VUscous. adj. [ vifqueux , Fr. vifofis , Lat.] Glutinous ; fticky ; 
tenacious. 

The caufe of the fcouring virtue of nitre is, that it hath 
a fubtle fpirit, which fevereth and divideth any thing that is 
foul and vifeous. Bacon. 

Holly is of fo vifeous a juice as they make bird-lime of 
the bark. Bacon. 

Visibility, n.f. [vifbilite, Fr. from vfble.J 

1. The ftate or quality of being perceptible by the eye. 

The colours of outward objedts brought into a darkened 
room, do much depend for their vifbility, upon the dimnefs 
of the light they are beheld by. Boyle. 

2 . State of being apparent, or openly difcoverable; confpi- 
cuoufnefs. 

They produced this as an inftance againft the perpetual 
vifbility of the church, and he brings it to prove that it ceafed 
to be a true church. . . Stidingfeet. 

In thefe, the vifbility and example of our virtues^ will 
chiefly confift. Rogers’s Sermons. 

VFSIBLE. n.f. [vifble, Fr. vfibilis, Lat.] 

1. Perceptible by the eye. 

Vfibles work upon a looking-glafs, which is like the pupil 
of the eye ; and audibles upon the places of echo, which re- 
femble the cavern of the e^r. Bacon. 

On this mount he appeared ; under this tree 
Stood vfilble ; 

Here with him at this fountain talk’d. Milton. 

Each thought was vfible , that roll’d within, 

As through a cryftal cafe the figur’d hours are feen. Dry den. 

A long fieries of anceftors fhews the native luftre with 
great advantage; but if he degenerate from his line, the leaft 
fpot is vifble on ermine. Dry den. 

2 . Difcovered to the eye. 

Ir that the heavens do not their vifble fpirits 
Send quickly down to tame the vile offences, 

Humanity muft perforce prey on itfelf, 

Like monfters of the deep. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

3. Apparent; open ; confpicuous. 

The factions at court were greater, or more vifble than 
before. Clarendon. 
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V vS? KMS - State or qUalityofb . 

V,Wv. [from viftble. ] In a manner percept*, e 

The day being vifbly governed by the fun • 
longer tnan the revolution of the eauni-rr c ’ ls a Bttle 
occafioned by the advance of the fun in his ,° T* 1 as is 
motion along the ecliptick. ‘ annual contrary 

By the head we make known more vifbly our f unn r^ r< 
our threatmngs ; enough to fee the face and PP \ Cat,ons > 
the mind at half a word. 5 d to unde rftand 

VFSION. n.f [• vifion , Fr. vifio , Latin.] ' jD ^: 

1. Sight; the faculty of feeing. 

, Ana!; on'>ifts, when they have taken off from th* 1 
tne eye thut outward and molt thick coat called ° f 

T'T ’ S an , th 7 k - th ™ u S h the thinner coats, the dIm 
oi ohjecis lively painted thereon. And thefe n i/ 1 a “ rcs 

pagated by motion along the fibres of the optick' i?r °" 
the brain, are the caufe of vifion. 

1 hefe theorems being admitted into optics, there w2ldt 

fcope enough of handling that fcience volumin 0 ^„ afil^ 

new manner; not only by teaching thofe things f , 
to the perfeflion of vifion, but alfo by determining h 

matically all kinds of phenomena of colours which could f 
produced by refraftions. Np7n . , c ° uJd be 

2. The a eft of feeing. N 1 * Optuks. 

Vifion in the next life is the perfecting of faith in this- 
falth hele ls tunied ‘"to vifion there, as hope into en’ 

, J 7 " r ,g - , Hammond'S PrJ. CatlZ 

3 . A fupernatura appearance ; a fpectre ; a phantom. J 

.1 he day feems long, but night is odious; 

N o fleep, but dreams ; no dreams, but vifans ftrange. Sidney 
aft night the very gods lhew'd me a vifion. Shakeh 
God s mother deigned to appear to me; 

And, in a vifion , full of majefty, 

Will’d me to leave my bafe vocation. Shakefp. Hen. VI 
Him Gcd vouchfaf’d. 

To call by vifion, from his father’s houfe, 

Into a land which he will ftiew him. Milton’s Par. Lo/f 

4. A dream ; fomething {hewn in a dream. A dream happens 
to a flcepmg, a vifion may happen to a waking man. A 
dream is luppofed natural, a vifion miraculous; but they are 

bits dream returns; his friend appears again : a 

The murd’rers come ; now help, or I am flain ! L 

Fwas but a vifion ftill, and vifons are but vain. Dryden. ) 

I ne idea ot any thing in our mind, no more proves the 
exifttnce ot tnat thing, than the vifons ol a dream make a 
true hiftory. 

V Fs ion ary . adj. [ yifonnaire , Fr. from vifion.] 

1. A fleeted by phantoms; diipofed to receive impreflions oa 
the imagination. 

No more thefe feenes my meditation aid, 

Oi lull to reft the vfionary maid. Pope’s Eloifato Abelard. 

2. Imaginary ; not real; feen in a dream ; .perceived by the 

imagination only. 

i he hounds at nearer diftance hoarfly bray’d ; 

1 he hunter clofe purfu d the vfionary maid. Dryden. 
If you have any (kill in dreams, let me know whether I 
have the fame piace in the real heart, that I ft ad in the vi- 
fonary one. Addifon. 

Our victories only led us to further vfionary profpefts; 
advantage was taken of the fanguine temper which luccefs 
had wrought the nation up to. Swift. 

Vi’sionary. in. f. [v fonaire, Fr ] One whofe imagination is 
Vi'sion'ist. y difturbed. 

Thc'lovely vfionary gave him perpetual unealinefs. Fem.^pix. 
To VI'SI'F. v. a. [vifter, Fr. vifito, Lat.] 

1. To go to fee. 

You muft go vfit the lady that lies in.- 1 vifit her with 

my prayers ; but I cannot go thither. Shakefp. CoriJanus. 
Virgins vifited by angel pow’rs. Lope. 

2 . [In feriptural language.] To fend good or evil judi¬ 
cially. ♦ 

J 

When God vfiteth , what ftiall I anfwer him ? Job xxxi. 14. 

1 hou fhalt be vifited of the Lord with thunder. Ifa. xxix. 6. 
When I vift , I will vfit their fin upon them. E,Y.xxxii. 34 ‘ 
God vfit thee in good things. Judith xiii. 2C. 

T hat venerable body is in little concern after what manner 
their mortal enemies intend to treat them, whenever God 
fliall vfit us with fo fatal an event. Swift- 

To falute with a prefent. 

Samfon vifited his wife with a kid. Judges xv. I- 

To come to a lurvey, with judicial authority. 

The bifliop ought to vift his dioceie every year^ m 


perfon. "rj/;. 

To VFsit. v. 7 i. To keep up the intercourfe of ceremoni" 
falutations at the houfes of each other. 

VFsit. n. fi [vifite , Fr. from the verb.] The 2 61 of going to 
fee another. 

In a deligned or accidental vift , let fome one take a boo", 
which may be agreeable, and read in it. traits. 
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VISITABLE, adj. [from vifit.'] Liable to be vifited. 

All hofpitals built iince the reformation, are vift able by the 
kino- or lord chancellor. Aylijfe’s Parergon. 

Vt'sitaNT. n. fi [from vifit.~] One who goes to fee another. 

He alone 

To find where Adam fhelter’d, took his way. 

Not unperceiv’d of Adam, who to Eve, 

While the great vfitant approach’d, thus fpake. Milton. 
One vifit begins an acquaintance ; and when the vfitant 
comes again, he is no more a ftranger. South. 

Edward the firft, who had been a vfitant in Spain, upon 
adfion in the holy land, fixed both our pounds by the meafures 
of the Eaft. Arbuthnot 071 Coins. 

Griev’d that a vfitant fo long fliou’d wait 
Unmark’d, unhonour’d, at a monarch’s gate, 

Inftant he flew. Pope’s Qdyf 'ey. h. i. 1 . 160. 

Visitation, n.f. [ vfito , Latin.] 

1. The a< 5 l of wifiting. 

He comes not 

Like to his father’s greatnefs ; his approach. 

So out of circumftance and fudden, tells us, 

’Tis not a viftation fram’d, but forc’d 

By need and accident. Shakefp. Winter Pale. 

What would you with the princefs l - 

--Nothing but peace and gentle viftation. Shakefpeare. 

2. Obje6t of viflts. 

O flow’rs, 

My early viftation , and my laft. Milton’s Par. Lof. 

3* [Viftation, Fr.] Judicial vifit or perambulation. 

The bifliop ought to vifit his diocefe every year in perfon, 
unlefs he omits the fame becaufe he would not burthen his 
churches; and then ought to fend his arch-deacon, which 
was the original of the arch-deacon’s viftation. Aylijfe. 

4. Judicial evil fent by God ; ftate of fuffering judicial evil. 

That which thou doft not underftand when thou readeft, 
thou fhalt underftand in the day of thy viftation. For many 
fecrets of religion are not perceived till they be felt, and are 
not felt but in the day of a great calamity. Taylor. 

5. Communication of divine love. 

The moft comfortable viftations God hath fent men from 
above, have taken efpecially the times of prayer as their moft 
natural opportunities. Elooker. 

Visitatorial, adj. [from vift or .Belonging to a judicial 
vifitor. 

Some will have it, that an archdeacon does of common 
right execute this vijitatorial power in his archdeaconry : but 
others fay that an archdeacon has a vifitatoiial power only of 
common right per inodum fmplicis ferutinii, as being bifliop’s 
v icar. Aylijfe’s Pare gon. 

Vi's iter. n.f. [from vift.] 

1. One who comes to fee another. 

Here’s ado to lock up honefty and honour from the accefs 
of gentle vfit ors. Shakefpeare . 

You fee this confluence, this great flood of vfiters. Shake/,\ 
Confumptives of this degree entertain their vfiters with 
ftrange rambling difeourfes of their intent of going here and 
there. Harvey. 

I have a large houfe, yet I fhould hardly prevail to find one 
vifter, if I were not able to hire him with a bottle of 
wine-. Swift to Gay. 

2 . [Vifteur, Fr.] An occafional judge; one who regulates 
the diforders of any fociety. 

The vfiters expell’d the orthodox; they, without fcruple 
or fliame, poffefs’d themfelves of their colleges. Walton. 

To him you muft your fickly ftate refer; 

Your charter claims him as your vifter. Garth. 

. ^ hatever abufes have crept into the univerfities, might be 
reformed by ftricl injunctions to the vfitors and heads of 

_ houfes. Swift’s Project for the Advancement of Religion. 

1 snomy. n.f [corrupted from phyfognomy.] Face; counte¬ 
nance. Not in ufe. 

Twelve gods do fit around in royal ftate, 

And Jove in midft with awful majefty. 

To judge the ftrife between them ftirred late : 

Each of the gods by his like vifnomy 

Eath to be known, but Jove above them all, 

By his great looks and pow’r imperial. 

v! sive. adj. [vifif, Fr. vifus, Lat.] Fo 


feeino- 


Formed in 


1 his happens when the axis of the vfive cones, diffufed 
Horn the objeeff, fall not upon the fame plane ; but that 
which is conveyed into one eye is more depreffed or elevated 



T/Yfl and concurring with vifage, a kindred word; vfiere, 
reach.] A mafk ufed to disfigure and difguife. 

fear, indeed, the weaknefs of my government before, 
you t!link: iuch a mafk would be grateful unto me ; 
•? m y weak er government fince, makes you pull off the 
' fir • Sidney. 


made 
and 


2 . 


Spefifer. 
the act of 


This loutifh clown is fuch that you never faw fo ill* 
favoured a vifar ; his behaviour fuch, that he is beyond the 
degree of ridiculous. * Sidney. 

By which deceit doth mafk in vifor fair. 

And caft her colours dyed deep in grain. 

To feem like truth, whofe fliape {he well can fain. Spenfer « 

But that thy face is, vizor-Bke, unchanging, 

Made impudent with ufe of evil deeds, 

I wou’d effay, proud queen, to make thee blufh. Shakefp. 

One vj or remains. 

And that is Claudio ; I know him by his bearing. Shakefp. 
The Cyclops, a people of Sicily, remarkable for cruelty, 
might, perhaps, in their wars ufe a head-piece, or 
vizor. Broome’s Odyj]'. Notes. 

Vi'sored. v.n. [from vifor.] Mafked. 

Hence with thy brew’d enchantments, foul deceiver ! 
Haft thou betray’d my credulous innocence 
With vifor d falfhood, and bafe forgery. Milton. 

VESTA, n. f. [Italian.] View; profpe<ft through an avenue. 
In St. Peter’s, when a man ftands under the dome, if he 
looks upwards, he is aftonifhed at the fpacious hollow of the 
cupola, that makes one of the beautifulleft vifa’s that the 
eye can pafs through. Addifon’s Remarks on Italy. 

The finiih’d garden to the view 
Its vifa’s opens, and its alleys green. Thomfon’s Spring. 

Vi'sual. adj. [vifucl, French.] Ufed in fight; exercifing the 
power of fight; inftrumental to flight. 

An eye thruft forth fo as it hangs a pretty diftance by the 
vifual nerve; hath been without any power of light; and 
yet, after being replaced, recovered flight. Bacon’s Nat. Hifi. 

The air, 

No where fo clear, fliarpen’d his vifual ray 

To objedfs diftant far. Milton’s Par. Lof. 

Then purg’d with euphrafly and rue 
The vifual nerve ; for he had much to flee. Milton. 

Inward light, alas. 

Puts forth no vifual beam ! Milton’s Agonifics. 

VITAL, adj. [ vitalis, Latin.] 

I. Contributing to life ; neceflary to life. 

His heart, broken with unkindnefls and afflidfion, ftretched 
fo far beyond his limits with this excels pf comfort, as it 
was able no longer to keep fafe his vital fpirits. Sidney. 

All nature laughs, the groves are frefih and fair; 

The fun’s mild luftre warms the vital air. Pope: 

Relatino; to life. 

Let not Bardolph’s vital thread be cut 
With edge of penny cord, and vile reproach. Shakefpeare. 

On the rock a fcanty meafure place 
Of vital flax, and turn the wheel a-pace. Dryden. 

Containing life. 

Spirits that live throughout; 

Vital in every part; not as frail man. 

In intrails, heart, or head, liver, or reins, 

Cannot but by annihilating die. Milton’s Par. Lojl. 

On the watry calm, 

His brooding wings the fpirit of God outfpreads; 

And vital virtue infus’d, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafs. Milton’s Par. Lof. 

Being the feat of life. 

The dart flew on, and pierc’d a vital part. Pope, 

5. So diipofed as to live. Little ufed, and rather Latin than 
Englilh. 

Pythagoras and Hippocrates not only affirm the birth of the 
feventh month to be vital, that of the eighth mortal ; but 
the progrelfion thereto to be meafured by rule. Brown. 

6. Effential; chiefly neceflary. 

Know grief’s vital part 

Conflfts in nature, not in art. Bp. Corbet. 

Vita'lity. n. f. [from vital . j Power of fubfifting in life. 

Whether that motion, vitality and operation were by in¬ 
cubation, or how ellc, the manner is only known to 
God. Raleigh’s Hifi. of the World. 

lor the fecurity of fpecies produced only by feed, provi¬ 
dence hath endued all feed with a lafting vitality , that if by 
any accident it happen not to germinate the firft year, it will 
continue its faecundity twenty or thirty years. Ray. 

Vi'tally. adv. [from vital.] In fu.ch a manner as to give 
life. 

The organical ftrudfture of human bodies, whereby they 
are fitted to live and move, and be vitally informed by the 
foul, is the workmanfhip of a moft wife, powerful, and 
beneficent maker. Bentley. 

Vi'tals. n.f. [Without the Angular.] Parts effential to life. 

By fits my fwelling grief appears. 

In rifing fighs, and falling tears, 

T hat (how too well the warm defires, 

The filent, flow, confuming fires. 

Which on my inmoft vitals prey. 

And melt my very foul away. 

Vite'llary. n.f. [from vitellus, Latin.] 
the yolk of the egg, ftvims in the white. 
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